MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF MACROOM TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, MACROOM ON TUESDAY, 23RD JUNE, 2009.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Cllr McSweeney, presided .  Cllrs. Counihan, Cullinane-McCarthy, Foley, Lucey, McCarthy, Melia and O’Connell.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. John O’Neill, Town Clerk


Mr. Brendan Fehily, Town Engineer, and


Ms. Breda Duggan, Town Clerk

1) MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 26TH MAY, 2009:

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 26th May, 2009 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr. Counihan and seconded by Cllr Foley.

2) MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 15TH JUNE, 2009:

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Macroom Town Council held on 15th June, 2009 were adopted on the proposition of Cllr O’Connell and seconded by Cllr McCarthy.
3) MATTERS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES

a) Site for Fire Station

It was noted that each Member had received correspondence from a developer willing to build, lease or allow outright purchase of a fire station.   The Manager stated that he had met the Chief Fire Officer.  The Manager to provide update at next meeting.

b) Removal of Bring Sites

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that she had written to Dunnes with details of Rehab’s requirements in providing a recycling centre.   A general discussion ensued regarding the removal of bring sites and the charge of €3 at the Civic Amenity Sites.   It was agreed to write again to Cork County Council requesting that this charge be reversed. 

It was also agreed that the local Members of Cork County Council be invited to the next meeting of the Council to discuss the matter.

c) Lios na Fea
In response to Cllr Lucey the Town Clerk informed the meeting that she had written to the Bank and also to the developer in relation to calling in the Bond.  She also stated that the Town Engineer, Town Foreman and herself had met on site and have drawn up a programme of works for completion.

d) Road surfacing at Railway View

Cllr O’Connell expressed his continued disappointment at the lack of resurfacing by the developer of the N22 at Railway View.  He further pointed out that a lady had a terrible fall as a result of holes in the ground where the storm sewer was laid by the developer in the car-park adjoining the N22.  The Town Engineer stated that the developer will not get a road opening licence anywhere in the County until such time as he addresses the foregoing issues.

4) MANAGER’S ORDERS AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A list of Manager’s orders signed and Planning Applications received since the last meeting, as circulated, were noted.

The Town Engineer, in response to Cllr Foley, informed the Meeting of the background to MHL Consultants carrying out traffic study at upper Chapel Hill.
5) NOMINATIONS TO BODIES, SUB-COMMITTEES

At the outset the Town Clerk informed the Members that Mr. Jerry Mulally, Chairperson of Mallow Joint Policing Committee will address the Members at the July meeting in relation to the setting up and workings of the J.P.Cs.

· Lee Valley Enterprise Board
On the proposal of Cllr Lucey, seconded by Cllr Counihan, Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy was nominated to the above Committee.

· Town Twinning Committee
On the proposal of Cllr Lucey, seconded by Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy, Mayor McSweeney was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr Counihan, seconded by Cllr Lucey, Cllr. Cullinane-McCarthy was nominated.

On the proposal of O’Connell, seconded by Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Melia was nominated.

· Tidy Towns Committee
On the proposal of Cllr Foley, seconded by Cllr Lucey, Cllr Coughlan was nominated.
On the proposal of Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Melia was nominated.

· Macroom Leisure Centre Board of Management
On the proposal of Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Counihan, Cllr Foley was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Melia was nominated.

· Housing Sub-Committee
It was unanimously agreed that the 9 Members make up the Housing Sub-Committee.

· Traffic Sub-Committee
On the proposal of Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Foley, Cllr Counihan wa nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Cllr Melia, Cllr McCarthy was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr Counihan, seconded by Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Lucey was nominated.

Cllr O’Connell suggested that the Hauliers should be requested to join the Traffic Sub-Committee. 

· Environment Sub-Committee
On the proposal of Cllr O’Connell, seconded by McCarthy, Cllr Coughlan was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr Melia, seconded by Cllr McCarthy, Cllr O’Connell was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr Lucey, seconded by Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy, Cllr Counihan was nominated.

· Town Square Development Sub-Committee
On the proposal of Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Lucey, Mayor McSweeney was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr Counihan, seconded by Cllr Lucey, Cllr Cullinane-McCarthy was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Cllr Lucey, Cllr Coughlan was nominated.

On the proposal of Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Cllr. McCarthy, Cllr Melia was nominated.

6) URBAN ROAD GRANT, 2009

The Town Engineer circulated proposals in respect of 2009 Urban Road Grant.  It was noted that the grant had been reduced from €204,000 to €126,000.   The proposals as circulated were agreed subject to the Council securing resurfacing costs from J.J. Casey, Deveoper in respect of Dan Corkery Place.  This sum then to be spent on other projects to be agreed.

7) NOTICES OF MOTION FROM THE A.M.A.I.

The Town Clerk requested that any Motions for the AMAI should be submitted to her by Thursday, 25th June, 2009.  Cllr O’Connell undertook to submit Motion.

8) CORRESPONDENCE

a) Mark Cronin

The Members welcomed proposal from Mark Cronin regarding a Cultural and Music Festival in Macroom from 13 – 16 August, 2009.

b) Michael Linehan, Fly Fisherman

On the proposal of Cllr Lucey, seconded by Cllr Counihan it was agreed to give €200 towards Mr. Linehan forthcoming competition in Scotland.
c) Rachel Casey

On the proposal of Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Melia it was agreed to give €200 towards Rachel’s costs in representing Ireland in the forthcoming Karate Championships in Athens.

Arising out of this Cllr Melia proposed that a Civic Reception be held for the likes of Rachel and other young persons whom represent their Town and Country, whom are great role models for the young, and often do not get the recognition they deserve.  It was agreed to have such a reception at the end of the year to include other young people as well.

d) Irish Water Safety

On the proposal of Cllr Counihan it was agreed to give €200 to this worthy cause.



Minister O’Keeffe

Correspondence stating Minister had been in contact with C.F.O. regarding new fire station for Macroom.  Arising out of this it was agreed to write to the Minister again seeking information on whether the purchase of the site is progressing.

e) Omagh District Council

Correspondece regarding Benedit Kiely Literary Weekend.

f) Journey of Remembering 6 – 8 November, 2009

Cllr Foley stated that he would be interested in attending the rememberance ceremony.
9) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Unfunded Capital Balance

The Town Clerk circulated details of unfunded Capital balance of €56,281.31 in connection with the Macroom Water Supply Interim Scheme.  On the proposal of Cllr Lucey, seconded by Cllr O’Connell it was agreed to clear this balance through pre-2005 water and sewerage development contributions.

Arising out of this it was agreed that the Town Clerk should ascertain the ownership of land purchased in connection with the Laney Water Supply Scheme.

b) Playground

Cllr Counihan requested that a Toilet be put at the Playground.   It was agreed that this would not be suitable or appropriate.

c) Gate at Sullane Weirs

Cllr McCarthy requested that the Council check out the Gate leading to the Town Park/River as it is not closing properly.

d) Mill Dam

In response to Cllr Lucey the Town Clerk updated the meeting on the work carried.

e) Taxi Rank

In response to Cllr Melia the Town Clerk to check out whose responsibility it is to provide a Taxi Rank.

f) Castle Demesne

Cllr Foley raised the matter of broken glass in the Castle Demesne.  Cllr O’Connell stated that he would talk to Cllr Coughlan and get it cleaned up through the RRS Scheme.

g) Cutting of Ditches

Cllr Counihan requested that the ditches be cut in the urban area.  The Town Engineer pointed out that the County Council are not in a position to cut them this year due to funding constraints.  The Manager agreed to look into the matter.

h) I.C.A.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Foley, seconded by Cllr McCarthy to allocate €200 to the I.C.A. (They had applied under the Amenity Grant but did not qualify).
i) Casual Trading

Cllr Counihan highlighted that there was traffic backing up on Tuesdays, as a result of the road closure by the Monument.  It was noted that the Gardai had been on duty for part of Tuesdays at the old Dispensary junction.  It was agreed to mention it again to the Gardai.

j) West Square

Cllr Foley highlighted cars parking on double yellow lines in front of the Video Shop.  The Town Clerk stated that the Traffic Warden regularly writes parking fines for this area.

THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING.

_______________________

            MAYOR

_______________________

       TOWN CLERK

_______________________

             DATE
